
 

 

| Panel Discussion 

| THE EUROPEAN UNION IN A CHANGED WORLD 

 

The economic and financial crisis, a troublesome eastern and a troubled southern 

neighbourhood, migration pressures and the generally deteriorating security situation, 

combined with an upsurge in terrorist acts on European soil have in recent years eroded trust 

between Member States and brought about a shift in relations between EU institutions. These 

developments have occurred at a time when major global players are turning away from 

multilateralism and considering economic protectionism.  

 

In the eyes of citizens, the Union is often seen as the main cause of the negative effects of 

globalisation, which in turn results in the rise of populist movements and parties, and of 

nationalism. Hence, the positions of many high officials at the EU level are dictated by their 

internal political agendas.  

 

While some countries advocate the full implementation of the single market, with no barriers 

and restrictions, others shy away from the liberalisation of the single market in services, along 

with certain indications of trends to limit the free movement of persons, which has become 

apparent in the light of the UK's imminent withdrawal. The provision of services by a company 

from one Member State in another Member State, while employing workers from a third 

Member State, has become a reality. At issue here are the legitimate expectations of some 

Member States, which see cheaper labour as a source of competitiveness in EU markets versus 

concerns over the often thin line between the freedom to provide services and social dumping. 

 

Member States' allegiance to free trade can no longer be taken for granted. Developments 

accompanying the conclusion of agreements with the US and Canada (TTIP and CETA), 

respectively, have spotlighted a plethora of reservations among politicians and the public in 

various Member States alike. At the same time, as far as the free movement of persons is 

concerned, countries are buckling under the pressure of migration and terrorist threats and too 

often resort to border controls on internal Schengen borders. 

 

The world is on the brink of rampant protectionism. Given the position of the new US 

administration, intent on limiting free international trade, protecting domestic jobs and 

restricting immigration, will the EU be able to consolidate from within and re-establish itself on 

the global stage as a bastion of multilateralism and free and fair trade? On the 60th anniversary 

of the Rome Treaty, the Union should overcome its internal squabbles and return to its 



 
 

 

foundations, such as the single market, the Schengen area, and commitment to international 

trade. Otherwise, Europe might become the next casualty of the surge in protectionism. 

 

| GUIDING QUESTIONS 

 

 How can trust between Member States, which has been eroded by the migration and 

Eurozone crises, be restored? 

 

 In view of the problems faced in concluding certain foreign trade agreements (TTIP, 

CETA), how will the EU be able to respond to the isolationist tendencies of the new US 

administration? 

 

 Should the EU give priority to the unhindered functioning of the single market or, given 

the currently declining trust of citizens in the Union, should the focus be shifted to 

limitations resulting from the protection of social standards and preventing social 

dumping? 

 

 Up to which point can cheaper labour be a source of competitiveness in the single 

market? Are the limitations on the free movement of goods and capital subject to other 

standards than those that apply to the right to the free provision of services and labour? 

 


