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The Power of Trust

trust at all levels of global relations in the after-
math of a crisis that has eroded values and sown 
uncertainty.

In a globalised world, which has become in-
creasingly reliant on interaction among its many 
nations, trust is an essential component for de-
velopment, said Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
the Republic of Slovenia Karl Erjavec in his wel-

The 2014 Bled Strategic Forum (BSF) looked 
into the effects and consequences of the lack 
of trust, while at the same time discussing the 
power of trust to bend the curve. As global tur-
moil caught many unprepared to face the con-
sequences of malfunctioning financial systems 
and empty social policies, the Forum – which 
saw a record turnout with more than 500 regis-
tered participants – opened with calls to restore 

Bled during the 2014 BSF / Photo: Anže Malovrh / STA
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come address. Highlighting “the lack of trust 
in some key institutions and world leaders”, 
Minister Erjavec cautioned that this was dam-
aging for economic growth and an obstacle to 
finding acceptable, sustainable and fair global 
solutions.

For the minister, the 
aim of the event was 
to “prove that despite 
globalisation, tech-
nology, digital tools 
and fast, dramatic 

changes, good old trust is still the basic soft 
power that makes it all possible: solidarity be-
tween generations, security for individuals and 
states, business contracts, and international 
relations”.

The upheaval in global relations of recent years 
was raised by Dr Milan Brglez, Speaker of the 
National Assembly of the Republic of Slovenia, 

Karl Erjavec, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Slovenia / Photo: Nebojša Tejić / STA

Slovenian Police Orchestra performing at the Opening of the 2014 
BSF / Photo: Nebojša Tejić / STA

whose keynote address focused on the role of 
states in a world where powerful non-state play-
ers have a key say in global relations. Calling for 
alternatives to the existing global arrangements, 
Dr Brglez said he was confident “that there are 
indeed possibilities and ways for countries to 
once again assume the role to which they are 
entitled”.

Moreover, the Speak-
er of the National 
Assembly pointed to 
a need to change the 
global order in order to 
shore up trust following the global crisis, which 
has greatly shaken confidence in the prevailing 
systems. This must be accompanied by a shift 
in the value system whereby the common good 
supplants “the narrow interests of individual 
persons, financial institutions, companies or 
states”. 

“Confidence is much 
more easily lost than 

built or restored.”
Milan Brglez

“Without trust, we 
cannot address any 
of today’s key global 
challenges.”
Karl Erjavec
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Opening of the 2014 Bled Strategic Forum
1 September 2014, 15.00–16.00

Speakers:
Karl Erjavec, Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic 
of Slovenia

Janez Fajfar, Mayor of Bled, Slovenia

Milan Brglez, Speaker of the National 
Assembly of the Republic of Slovenia

Chaired by Alain Brian Bergant, Secretary 
General of the Bled Strategic Forum

Milan Brglez, Speaker of the National Assembly of the Republic of 
Slovenia / Photo: Nebojša Tejić / STA

Alain Brian Bergant, Secretary General of the Bled Strategic Forum 
Photo: Daniel Novakovič / STA

“The best way to enhance [trust] and give it 
new and solid foundations is through joint pro-
jects that contribute to the welfare of all play-
ers. Distrust only gives rise to further distrust 
and prevents mutually beneficial cooperation,”  
he said.

The opening of the 
Forum also saw ad-
dresses by Bled May-
or Janez Fajfar and 

Secretary General of the BSF Ambassador Alain 
Brian Bergant, who said that the Forum would 
seek to uncover the courage and wisdom needed 
to overcome the paradigm of mistrust.

The 2014 BSF central theme was featured in all 
sections of the Forum: the main political forum, 
Business BSF, Young BSF, and the new sub-sec-
tion called ‘Hidden Dimensions of International 
Relations’.

“Trust is a gift and 

not a right.”

Alain Brian Bergant
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The Philosophy of Leadership

What makes a good leader and how do lead-
ers need to change to be able to cope with new 
challenges? This was the question analysed by 
the participants of the BSF panel ‘Philosophy of 
Leadership’, which offered a broad insight into a 
complex dilemma.

Borut Pahor, President of the Republic of Slo-
venia, urged a greater focus on raising talented 
young people into future leaders. “We should 
actively endeavour to awaken genuine human-
istic and democratic feelings and aspirations 

in young people who 
demonstrate leader-
ship talents.”

According to Dr Tibor 
Navracsics, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and 

Trade of Hungary, leaders face a dilemma: in a 
democracy, leaders must lead while constantly 
bearing in mind the wishes of the electorate, so 
they strive to push through changes while trying 
to secure re-election. “All leaders in Europe feel 
the need for change; the task is to balance the 
need for change and popularity.”

Uri Rosenthal, former Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, high-
lighted the importance of leaders accepting the 
system of checks and balances and promot-

ing a multi-stakeholder model which includes 
states as well as corporations, institutions and 
NGOs, given the tremendous shifts in power 
and influence in relations between political and 
corporate actors.

Meanwhile, Li Zhaox-
ing, Honorary Presi-
dent of the Chinese 
People’s Institute of 
Foreign Affairs and 
former Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, argued against super-
powers co-opting leadership. “A country needs 
a leader, but on international matters we do not 
need a leader,” he said, noting that the people 
were ultimately the true leaders, and political 
leaders need to keep that in mind.

Borut Pahor, President of the Republic of Slovenia  
Photo: Nebojša Tejić / STA

“The EU needs more 
transformational lead-
ers to change the 
status quo.”
Tibor Navracsics

“With trust and  
power nothing is  

impossible.”
Li Zhaoxing
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General V.K. Singh, Minister of State for Devel-
opment of North Eastern Region (Independent 
Charge), External Affairs and Overseas Indian 
Affairs, Government of India, drew parallels be-
tween the EU and India, pointing out that both 
have to balance the need for strong leadership 
with respect for diversity. He noted that good 
leaders realise the right thing to do and then 
work to win over public opinion. General Singh 
also noted that good leaders needed “gut feel-

ing”, which was un-
der-appreciated.

Prof Gamini Laksh-
man Peiris, Minister of 
External Affairs of the 
Democratic Socialist 
Republic of Sri Lanka, 
remarked that a leader 

“does not become successful by pounding heads 
and forcing majority opinion. He has a creative 
function”. A leader must adapt to different sit-
uations, find specific solutions and make allow-
ance for diversity. “Critics tend to forget that 
their experience is not the only experience, and 
their solutions may not be a panacea for all other 
cultures,” he noted with regard to the West’s crit-
icism of developing countries, particularly their 
human rights records.

Panel discussion
1 September 2014, 16.00–17.30

Keynote address:
Borut Pahor, President of the Republic of 
Slovenia

Panellists:
Li Zhaoxing, Honorary President of the 
Chinese People’s Institute of Foreign 
Affairs and Former Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the People’s Republic of China

Tibor Navracsics, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade of Hungary

Gamini Lakshman Peiris, Minister of 
External Affairs of the Democratic Socialist 
Republic of Sri Lanka

Uri Rosenthal, Former Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the Kingdom of the Netherlands

Vijay Kumar Singh, General, Minister of 
State for Development of North Eastern 
Region (Independent Charge), External 
Affairs and Overseas Indian Affairs, 
Government of India
 
Moderated by Manica Janežič Ambrožič, 
Journalist at Television Slovenia

Panel on the Philosophy of Leadership / Photo: Stanko Gruden / STA

“Leaders must have 
the courage to swim 
against the current, 
inspire people and 
challenge traditional 
beliefs.”
Gamini Lakshman Peiris
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The Spirit of Central Europe

thor of the Central Europe Report and member 
of the Reflection Group on Central Europe. The 
European Union and the Visegrad Group have 
similar ambitions, but with different purposes, 
noted Dr Tibor Navracsics, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade of Hungary. While the EU 
wants an ever closer union, the Visegrad Group 
has more modest ambitions, but a high level of 
cooperation.

Central Europe is becoming increasingly inter-
esting for the world at large. To make the most 
of the globalised world, the region will need to 
make efforts to improve the quality of coopera-
tion at the regional level and beyond. Dr Danilo 
Türk, former President of the Republic of Slo-
venia, suggested establishing a Visegrad Group-
like fund in the Balkans.

The political dimension of Central Europe was 
strengthened only after the end of the Cold War, 
with the closing of the great divide between East 
and West. Diversity, a cornerstone of Central Eu-
rope, hinders the development of a strong com-
mon Central European identity, but at the same 
time offers an opportunity to connect all actors 
in the region. This cooperation and interconnec-
tions between countries have been a source of 
formal and informal partnerships, boosting eco-

nomic growth, social 
and political prosperi-
ty, and cohesion.

One of these partner-
ships, the Visegrad 
Group, has managed 

to achieve something that is very rare in inter-
national relations: they have built a network 
of mutual trust. However, there is more to the 
grouping than geographical proximity, argued 
Prof Petr Drulák, First Deputy Minister of For-
eign Affairs of the Czech Republic. There is 
something intangible, something that is based 
on a common heritage of culture and mind-set, 
which makes the Visegrad countries stand out 
as one of the few islands of trust.

Indeed, the Visegrad Group is one of the few 
functional regional groupings apart from Scan-
dinavia, stressed Prof Dr Rainer Münz, co-au-

Panel on the Spirit of Central Europe / Photo: Nebojša Tejić / STA

“Germany is a big 
player in Central  
Europe, but is not  
a part of it as such.”
Rainer Münz
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However, potential expansion might bring chal-
lenges. As highlighted by Karla Wursterová, Exec-
utive Director of the International Visegrad Fund, 
the three fundamental principles of the group are 
continuity, competence and cooperation. Expan-
sion is an option which requires internal debate 
and an analysis of the potential impact of such 
changes. “The question is whether the current 
setup of the Visegrad Group would survive an en-

largement,” noted Prof 
Drulák.

Presenting a view from 
a distance, Alejandro 
Negrín, Director-Gen-
eral for Europe at the 
Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs of Mexico, urged the participants to do 
more to raise the region’s profile at the glob-
al level. “If you recognise yourself as a region, 
it is easier for outsiders to do the same,” he 
stressed. Also, in his opinion, new tools should 
be designed to enhance cooperation between 
Mexico and the region.

Panel discussion
2 September 2014, 11.00–12.30

Panellists:
Petr Drulák, First Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic

Rainer Münz, Co-Author of the Central 
Europe Report and Member of the 
Reflection Group on Central Europe, 
Austria

Tibor Navracsics, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade of Hungary 

Alejandro Negrín, Director-General for 
Europe at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Mexico

Danilo Türk, Former President of the 
Republic of Slovenia

Karla Wursterová, Executive Director of the 
International Visegrad Fund, Slovakia

Moderated by Pavol Demes, Senior Fellow 
at the German Marshall Fund and Board 
Member of the European Endowment for 
Democracy, Slovakia

Panel on the Spirit of Central Europe / Photo: Nebojša Tejić / STA

“The question is 
whether the current 
setup of the Visegrad 
Group would survive 
an enlargement.”
Petr Drulák
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The Future of the Western Balkans:
How to Make Regional Cooperation Work

The BSF panel on regional cooperation in the 
Balkans heard appeals to strengthen ties, while 
several speakers noted that modes of cooperation 
needed to be rejigged to become more effective.

Ivica Dačić, First Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Serbia, said the lesson he had learned from the 
Belgrade-Pristina dialogue was that “political will 
[at the highest level] is necessary to take a step 
forward”, noting that the negotiations at the level 
of working groups yielded no success.

Prof Dr Vesna Pusić, First Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Foreign and European Affairs of 
the Republic of Croatia, remarked that, although 
often perceived as problematic, the lack of trust 
in the region was not a major issue that needs to 
be overcome in order to bolster regional coopera-
tion. Instead, what appears to be a lack of trust is 
a “failure to understand and articulate countries’ 
own political interests”.

Several speakers opined that cooperation in the 
EU accession process was excellent and a wel-
come boost to regional cooperation. Ambassador 
Aleksandar Andrija Pejović, Secretary of State for 
European Integration and Montenegro’s Chief Ne-
gotiator, said that his country was making ample 
use of expert exchanges with both Slovenia and 
Croatia. He noted the existence of many region-

al cooperation initiatives and forums, over 40 in 
total, with the constant emergence of new ones.

However, Hoyt Yee, Deputy Assistant Secretary 
of State for European and Eurasian Affairs at the 
US Department of State, pointed out that this 
profusion of initiatives might be a problem in it-
self. “There is nothing wrong with having so many 
initiatives /.../ but there is considerable opportu-
nity cost in trying to follow and support all these 
organisations.” He suggested regional initiatives 
should be more result-focused. 

Nikola Poposki, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Macedonia, emphasized the process 
of trying to correct historical injustice that was 
the common denominator and the dividing line 
for the nations in the region. However, this has 
changed and trust is growing today. Two good 
indicators are the decrease in defense spending 

Panel on the Future of the Western Balkans   
Photo: Tamino Petelinšek / STA
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The Future of the Western Balkans:
How to Make Regional Cooperation Work

and strong intra-regional economic ties in every 
country in the region.

Bosnia and Herzegovina was mentioned by sever-
al panellists, and Ana Trišić Babić, Deputy Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs of Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
said it needed to be offered something if things 
are to start moving along. “Bosnia is the only 
country in the region that has nothing /.../ The 
solution is to give politicians something, perhaps 
[EU] candidate status with a special approach to 
negotiations; otherwise, nothing will change /.../ 
The status quo is dangerous.”

Senator Benedetto Della Vedova, State Secretary 
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Italian Re-
public, reiterated the commitment to accelerate 
the process of integrating the entire Balkans into 
the EU. “We think that this must be a commit-
ment of the EU. We think that the EU process 
is important for stabilising the entire region; the 
reason the Belgrade-Pristina dialogue was suc-
cessful was due to the process of Serbia’s EU 
integration,” said Senator Della Vedova.

Marko Makovec, Foreign Policy Adviser to the 
President of the Republic of Slovenia, stated that 
European projects can be finalised “only when 
all Western Balkan countries are members of the 
EU”, and that their inclusion would give the EU 
additional credibility in the international arena.

However, Goran Svilanović, Secretary General of 
the Regional Cooperation Council, noted that the 
integration process for the remaining Balkan coun-
tries would be very different from those of Slovenia 
or Croatia, not least due to growing Euro-scepti-
cism in Europe, as evidenced in the recent EU 
election. 

Panel discussion
2 September 2014, 16.00–17.30

Panellists:
Ivica Dačić, First Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Serbia

Benedetto Della Vedova, State Secretary at 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Italian 
Republic

Marko Makovec, Foreign Policy Adviser to 
the President of the Republic of Slovenia

Aleksandar Andrija Pejović, Secretary of 
State for European Integration and Chief 
Negotiator, Montenegro

Nikola Poposki, Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the Republic of Macedonia

Vesna Pusić, First Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Foreign and European 
Affairs of the Republic of Croatia

Goran Svilanović, Secretary General of the 
Regional Cooperation Council, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina

Ana Trišić Babić, Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Bosnia and Herzegovina

Hoyt Yee, Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
State for European and Eurasian Affairs at 
the US Department of State

Moderated by Daniel Serwer, Professor at 
the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced In-
ternational Studies and Senior Fellow at the 
Center for Transatlantic Relations, United 
States of America
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Interconnecting South East Europe

The effects of the Ukraine crisis on the Russian 
gas supply to Europe headlined the panel on 
Interconnecting South East Europe at Business 
BSF. The panellists assessed that developments 
in Ukraine are unlikely to lead to supply interrup-

tions, but warned of 
the direction that the 
conflict was taking.

Prof Dr Leonid Grig-
oryev, Adviser at the 
Analytical Center for 
the Government of the 
Russian Federation, 
said Russia would con-

tinue to supply energy to Europe regardless of 
developments in Ukraine. He rejected the notion 
that Russia was using energy as a political tool, 
saying the theory lacked evidence.

Janez Kopač, Director of the Energy Community 
Secretariat, suggested that interruptions in gas 
supply from Russia are unlikely also because Eu-
rope is better prepared for a potential crisis than 
five years ago, when Russia and Ukraine argued 
over gas transmission. He stressed that Europe 
must further aspire to reduce reliance on Russian 
gas by boosting competition in supply. Respond-
ing to Prof Dr Grigoryev, Mr Kopač complained 
that Russia was using gas as a weapon, which is 
evident from the great disparity in prices offered 
to European countries.

The debate also touched on the South Stream 
Pipeline, with Prof Dr Grigoryev highlighting that 
the project was launched in response to the rising 
European demand for gas. He denied that it was 
mainly a means of pressuring Ukraine by diverting 
transmission to other routes, arguing that trans-
mission revenue was not something that Ukraine 
could rely on for development.

Dr Frank-Jurgen Richter, Chairman of Horasis, 
called for pragmatism in dealing with the Ukraine 
crisis. The current developments have led to a 
very dangerous situation, and all sides should 
tone down the show of power. Criticising the 
sanctions imposed by the West on Russia, Janez 
Škrabec, Director of Slovenian company RIKO, 
said that impairing trade was a lose-lose situation 
for all parties involved.

Panel on Interconnecting South East Europe  
Photo: Nebojša Tejić / STA

“I think globalisation 
is seriously chal-
lenged; maybe we 
need a new concept 
of dialogue in Central 
and South East 
Europe.”
Frank-Jurgen Richter
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Meanwhile, the debate touched on cooperation 
in South East Europe, with calls on countries to 
seek greater integration in pushing ahead with in-
frastructure projects. Elena Kuzmanovska, State 
Secretary at the Ministry of Transport and Com-

munications of the Re-
public of Macedonia, 
stressed that integra-
tion was crucial for 
small countries such 
as Macedonia in seek-
ing progress. Echoing 

this sentiment, Jean-Marc Peterschmitt, Manag-
ing Director of Central and South Eastern Europe 
at EBRD, said that the countries of the region 
were too small to take on large projects on their 
own. Coordination is needed in order to facilitate 
cooperation and decide on priority projects.

Opening of the 2014 Business BSF saw 
keynote addresses by Sir Suma Chakrabarti, 
President of the European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development, and  
Dr Werner Hoyer, President of the European 
Investment Bank.

Business BSF

Panel discussion
2 September 2014, 11.30–12.45

Panellists:
Leonid Grigoryev, Adviser at the Analytical 
Center, Russian Federation

Janez Kopač, Director of the Energy 
Community Secretariat, Austria

Elena Kuzmanovska, State Secretary at the 
Ministry of Transport and Communications 
of the Republic of Macedonia

Jean-Marc Peterschmitt, Managing Director 
of Central and South Eastern Europe at 
EBRD

Frank-Jurgen Richter, Chairman of Horasis, 
Switzerland

Janez Škrabec, Director of RIKO, d.o.o., 
Slovenia

Moderated by Peter Žerjavič, EU 
Correspondent for Delo Newspaper, 
Slovenia

Minister Karl Erjavec, EIB President Werner Hoyer and EBRD  
President Suma Chakrabarti / Photo: Nebojša Tejić / STA

“Countries want to 
have options and 
alternatives to enable 
energy security.”
Jean-Marc Peterschmitt
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India and South East Europe

The need to talk and find ways to make use of 
a wealth of cooperation opportunities was high-
lighted at the panel on India and South East 
Europe. 

Dr Ernest Petrič, former President of the Consti-
tutional Court of the Republic of Slovenia, who 
served as Yugoslav ambassador to India twenty 
years ago, opened the debate with a historical 
perspective, pointing to the close ties forged 
during the times of the Non-Aligned Movement, 
which could perhaps inspire future cooperation. 
He noted the significance of Slovenia’s geo-
graphical location and of its port in Koper.

Emil Žižka, General Director and Chairman 
of Directors at Litostroj Power, identified the 

hydro industry as a 
major opportunity. 
He stressed that it is 
impossible to do busi-
ness in India directly 
from Europe – busi-
nesses need a branch 

office, a production facility or a reliable Indian 
partner. To be competitive, they need to trans-
fer technology there.

While Mr Žižka added that pre-contract negoti-
ations with Indian partners can be protracted, 
Prakash P. Hinduja, Senior Member of FICCI 

Executive Committee and Chairman of Hinduja 
Group of Companies (Europe), stressed that the 
situation in India was changing. He agreed that 
having a good partner and using local know-
how in India is necessary. Mr Hinduja proposed 
the formation of a think-tank that would explore 
specific opportunities while also urging more 
initiative on the side of the private sector.

Deep Kapuria, Chairman of the Regional Com-
mittee on Central Europe at the Confederation 
of Indian Industry (CII) and Chairman of Hi-Tech 
Group, pointed to the different faces of India, 
which has parts that are still in the agrarian age 
and parts that are undergoing the fourth indus-
trial revolution. India is in a state of transition, 
and many synergies can happen with South East 
Europe, he argued.

Panel on India and South East Europe / Photo: Nebojša Tejić / STA

“India is changing. 
It’s not what it used 
to be. Technology 
transfer is a must!”
Prakash P. Hinduja
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Samo Hribar Milič, President of the Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry of Slovenia, said that 
Slovenia boasts many niche technologies and 
industries, some of which are performing well, 
including in India, such as the pharmaceutical 
industry. As regards the future, he pointed to 
Slovenia’s need for IT specialists and to the idea 
of using Slovenia as a hub for Indian IT compa-
nies to enter Europe.

Looking at 273 million euros in trade between 
India and Slovenia last year, Dr Chander Verma, 
Chairman of Continental Construction Projects 
Ltd., India, assessed that there is significant 
room for improvement, especially in relation to 
connectivity. Also, Slovenia and the region need 
to become more visible in India.

Michele Orzan, President of the Hungarian 
EuCham – European Chamber, said India is 
needed today to secure a balanced multipolar 
world. He praised the holistic approach to life 
of the Indian people, which is missing in Eu-
rope. As regards India’s poor ranking in the 
World Bank’s Doing Business survey, which was 
pointed out by Mr Orzan, Mr Kapuria argued that 
the survey was not entirely fair to the business 
conditions in India, even if they are not optimal.

Business BSF

Panel discussion
2 September 2014, 13.45–15.15

Keynote address:
Ernest Petrič, Former President of the 
Constitutional Court of the Republic of 
Slovenia

Panellists:
Prakash P. Hinduja, Senior Member of 
FICCI Executive Committee and Chairman 
of Hinduja Group of Companies (Europe), 
India

Samo Hribar Milič, President of the 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry of 
Slovenia

Deep Kapuria, Chairman of the Regional 
Committee on Central Europe at the 
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) and 
Chairman of Hi-Tech Group, India

Michele Orzan, President of EuCham – 
European Chamber, Hungary 

Chander Verma, Chairman of Continental 
Construction Projects Ltd., India

Emil Žižka, General Director and Chairman 
of Directors, Litostroj Power, d.o.o., 
Slovenia

Moderated by Pranjal Sharma, Consulting 
Editor at Business World Magazine, India

Panellist Chander Verma / Photo: Nebojša Tejić / STA
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Demographic Change:  
Another Threat or an Opportunity?

The paucity of suitable tools to deal with ageing 
societies was raised by Eppu Mikkonen-Jeanner-
et, Head of the Policy at HelpAge International, 
an NGO from Great Britain, who assessed that 
even current methods for analysing the ageing 
trend were not optimal.

A frequently overlooked issue is the economic 
and social benefits offered by older people, such 
as the economic value of child care provided 
by grandmothers. “This care allows women to 
work,” Ms Mikkonen-Jeanneret said, while also 
pointing out that much of the pensions are spent 
on younger generations.

In a similar vein, Dr Mateja Kožuh Novak, Pres-
ident of the Slovene Federation of Pensioners’ 
Associations, highlighted that pensioners are 
very strong consumers with a high propensity 

While Europe is undergoing profound changes 
in its population structure, societies will have to 
adapt to an ageing population with a variety of 
policies aimed at boosting the flexibility of rules 
and promoting intergenerational exchanges, was 
one of the conclusions of the panel on demo-
graphic change.

“The threat presented by ageing cannot be tack-
led directly; instead, all associated issues have 
to be addressed,” said Bruno Maçães, Secretary 
of State for European Affairs and President of 
the National Human Rights Commission in Por-
tugal. He stressed the need for rules that are tai-

lored to the changed 
structure of society.

This was echoed by 
Flavia Pansieri, United 
Nations Deputy High 
Commissioner for 
Human Rights, who 
said that the one-size-

fits-all policy model would not suffice to deal 
with demographic trends. Instead, countries will 
need to balance the expectations and rights of 
all groups through flexible rules. They could con-
sider providing a labour market tailored to vari-
ous age groups, where flexible rules allow older 
people to remain active longer, and which caters 
to the needs of younger people.

Panel on Demographic Change / Photo: Nebojša Tejić / STA

“The threat presented 
by ageing cannot 
be tackled directly; 
instead, all associated 
issues have to be  
addressed.” 
Bruno Maçães
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to spend their income. This means that much 
of the money from pensions is returned to the 
economy.

An important element in dealing with ageing-re-
lated challenges is intergenerational exchange. 
“What we need is interaction in both directions, 
with young people learning from older people 
and vice-versa,” said Markus Windegger, Rep-
resentative of the Department for Ageing, Pop-
ulation and Volunteering Policies at the Federal 
Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Consumer 

Protection of the Re-
public of Austria.

The debate pointed to 
the Slovenian Simbio-
za society as an exam-
ple of intergeneration-

al exchange. The society organises workshops in 
which older people are taught to use computers 
by young volunteers. The panellists highlighted 
that exchange of knowledge can also pass in the 
other direction, as older people can share their 
wealth of knowledge and experience with young-
er generations.

Panel discussion
2 September 2014, 9.00–10.30

Panellists:
Mateja Kožuh Novak, President of 
the Slovene Federation of Pensioners’ 
Associations, Slovenia

Bruno Maçães, Secretary of State for 
European Affairs and President of the 
National Human Rights Commission, 
Portugal

Eppu Mikkonen-Jeanneret, Head of Policy 
at HelpAge International, United Kingdom

Flavia Pansieri, United Nations Deputy 
High Commissioner for Human Rights

Markus Windegger, Representative of 
the Department for Ageing, Population 
and Volunteering Policies at the Federal 
Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and 
Consumer Protection of the Republic of 
Austria

Moderated by Lousewies Van der Laan, 
ALDE Party Vice-President, Netherlands

Panel on Demographic Change / Photo: Nebojša Tejić / STA

“Human being is a 
value in itself, no 
matter whether he/she 
is young or old.”
Flavia Pansieri
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Contemporary Threats: 
Cyber-Security – A Global Challenge  
and an Opportunity

Effective cyber-security is becoming increasing-
ly important at all levels: international, national 
and also individual, and it will require a compre-
hensive and coherent response. However, there 
needs to be a balance between security, free-
dom, economic growth and social development, 
the BSF panel on cyber-security heard.

The panel was opened 
by Minister of Defence 
of the Republic of Slo-
venia Roman Jakič, 

who stressed that information and telecommu-
nications technology form the backbone of our 
society. Yet cyberspace has become a space of 
abuse by actors with various political, economic 
and other motives. National and international 
efforts to combat this abuse must be balanced 
in order to protect privacy and the free use of 
the internet.

Ambassador Sorin Ducaru, NATO Assistant 
Secretary General for Emerging Security Chal-
lenges, said a study of data security breaches in 
2013 showed that these had grown by 350%, 
while the estimated annual impact of cybercrime 
stands at over 440 billion dollars. No issue had 
attracted more interest in recent years than cy-
ber-security, Ambassador Wolfgang Ischinger, 
Chairman of the Munich Security Conference, 
agreed. But he stressed that we also need to 
worry about data protection and the massive 
amounts of data held by corporate giants such 
as Google. “The EU’s overhaul of data protection 
rules is overdue and should be pushed through 
as quickly as possible,” he stressed, adding that 
this would turn the EU into a powerful partner 
for global discussion.
 
As the debate returned to the economic impact 
of cyber-attacks, Zoran Stančič, Deputy Direc-
tor-General for Communications Networks, Con-
tent and Technology at the European Commis-
sion, said that according to the World Economic 
Forum, economic growth will decrease by 3.000 
billion euros if the challenges of cyber-security 
remain unaddressed.

But it is not only retailers and banks that are be-
ing hacked. Just recently, the US Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission was successfully hacked, Mr 
Stančič warned, urging more cooperation be-

Panel on Cyber-Security / Photo: Tamino Petelinšek / STA

“Cyber-security is a 
core NATO activity.”
Sorin Ducaru
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tween governments, companies and European 
institutions as well as more dialogue with cyber-
actors such as the US and China.

Steve Purser, Head of Core Operations Depart-
ment at ENISA, praised the progress in these 
areas. Information flows are better, more reports 
are generated, patterns emerge more quickly, 

and cooperation be-
tween ENISA and In-
terpol has increased. 
On the other hand, 
threats are growing 
more sophisticated, 
and “the bad guys got 
as good as the good 

guys”. Mr Purser also noted that cyber-security 
was not only about cyber-attacks. The biggest 
problem by far is poorly configured software and 
hardware, and the lack of resources for IT.

Oldřich Martinů, Deputy Director of Europol, 
warned that malware is becoming increasingly 
malignant. In the majority of cases, it is designed 
to obtain personal data or financial credentials.

Panel discussion
2 September 2014, 14.00–15.30

Panellists:
Sorin Ducaru
NATO Assistant Secretary General for 
Emerging Security Challenges

Wolfgang Ischinger
Chairman of the Munich Security Confer-
ence

Roman Jakič
Minister of Defence of the Republic of 
Slovenia

Oldřich Martinů
Deputy Director of Europol

Steve Purser
Head of Core Operations Department, 
ENISA

Zoran Stančič
Deputy Director-General for Communica-
tions Networks, Content and Technology, 
European Commission

Mihály Zala
President of the National Security Authority 
of Hungary

Moderated by Uri Rosenthal, Special Envoy 
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands

NATO Assistant Secretary General Sorin Ducaru 
Photo: Janez Novak / STA

“It is not only about
military and
intelligence, it is about
data. What is going to
happen to it?”
Wolfgang Ischinger
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Digital Economy

The Bled Strategic Forum’s traditional Night-
Owl Session hosted an extensive debate on the 
ramifications of the digital economy, a booming 
field which the four panellists and moderator 

Anthony Gooch ex-
amined in connection 
with this year’s main 
topic, trust.

The panel, which fea-
tured Gergely Bacso, 
Associate Principal at 

the Budapest Office of McKinsey & Company, 
Žiga Čebulj, Senior Adviser at Pristop, Ratko 
Mutavdžić, Founder and Experience Architect at 
PROJEKTURA in Croatia, and Tilen Travnik, COO 
at D Labs in Slovenia, looked first at business 
and employment related to the digital economy.

The pros and cons, or what was described as 
the “yin and yang” of the digital economy, were 
weighed, and the issue of digital economies kill-
ing jobs was raised, although it was noted that 
the lack of talent or competent workforce was a 
persistent problem in the field. Repetitive jobs, 
especially in manufacturing, are expected to dis-
appear, while more intellectual work will survive. 
The transition will cause disturbances, but hope-
fully not in the long-term. One of the panellists 
expressed the view that the lack of trust might 
provide enough time for adjustments, while an-
other mentioned the fear that development may 
be distributed unevenly.

As regards the present effects, it was pointed 
out that more than 90% of new jobs created in 
the field are in the emerging economies, while 
more than 25% of economic gains go to western 
countries. The danger of monopolies was high-
lighted, as was a likely but probably futile resist-
ance against new business models generated by 
the digital economy.

Another topic related to trust is e-banking, par-
ticularly in the light of the substantial loss of 
trust in banks due to the financial crisis. The 
debate suggested that banks should focus on 
simplifying matters, increasing transparency 
and providing financial investment advice to 
their clients.

Night-Owl Session on Digital Economy  
Photo: Tamino Petelinšek / STA

“To have a common 
agenda and a 
common global 
vision on the issue of 
privacy is a mission 
impossible.”
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Privacy was another major issue that was high-
lighted, with the negligent attitude of users 
mentioned in respect of the footprint they leave 
behind. This differs across cultures, and the 
lack of trust in the internet is believed to be an 
important reason why only 10% of people in 
Japan use e-banking. As one of the panellists 
mentioned, better control over our own data is 
needed, and we should be able to actually sell 

our data ourselves in-
stead of giving it away 
to others to sell.

As regards the final 
topic, the digital envi-

ronment and innovation, a need was expressed 
for a reflection on how to make the best use 
of what is available, also in the light of limited 
resources. This also applies to the enormous 
amounts of data that are being accumulated.

It conclusion, the panellists singled out the im-
portance of ethics in all these processes, be-
cause “living forever means little if one fails to 
reflect on how one is doing it”, as one of the 
participants said.

Hidden Dimensions of Int’l Relations

Panel discussion – Night-Owl Session
1 September 2014, 22.15–0.00

Panellists:
Gergely Bacso, Associate Principal at the 
Budapest Office of McKinsey & Company, 
Hungary

Žiga Čebulj, Senior Adviser at Pristop, 
d.o.o., Slovenia

Ratko Mutavdžić
Founder and Experience Architect at  
PROJEKTURA, d.o.o., Croatia 

Tilen Travnik, COO at D·Labs, Slovenia

Moderated by Anthony Gooch, Director 
of Public Affairs and Communications at 
OECD

*The Night-Owl Session was held under the 

Chatham House Rule. The identities of the 

panellists making individual comments are thus 

not revealed.

Moderator Anthony Gooch / Photo: Tamino Petelinšek / STA

“A question for the 
next few years: how 
can we monitor our 
own data?”
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Start (up) New Technologies!

The panel participants covered a range of 
start-up-related topics, including lean method-
ology, global value chains, start-up funding and 
the entrepreneurial environments in Berlin, Lju-
bljana, London and the Silicon Valley.

The debate was opened by Mateja Dermas-
tia, Secretary at the Office of the Minister of 
Economic Development and Technology of the 
Republic of Slovenia, who stressed that Europe 
was turning from investing in technology to in-
vesting in innovation.

But what is missing, in 
her opinion, is a more 
open and positive atti-
tude, such as the one 
found in the Silicon 
Valley in the United 
States.

A large part of Sili-
con Valley’s success, as was explained by Jaka 
Levstek, Co-Founder and CEO at D-Labs, was due 
to the support that is passed down from one gen-
eration of entrepreneurs to the next. Also, unlike 
in certain European countries, including Slovenia, 
start-up funding is more accessible in Silicon Val-
ley. “It’s easier for a start-up to get cash from a 
venture capitalist in London than from a Sloveni-
an entrepreneurship fund,” Mr Levstek averred.

This might not only be due to the lack of re-
sources but also to the culture of bureaucracy. 
Dr Jure Leskovec, Assistant Professor of Com-
puter Science at Stanford University, pointed 
out that Silicon Valley has a pervasive culture of 
trust. It is easy to work with clients there, unlike 
in Slovenia, where things can take forever. “Our 
lives are short, we don’t want to waste them on 
bureaucracy,” he said.

In Berlin, on the other hand, access to funding is 
easier, despite the proverbial rigidity of German 
culture. “Berlin invests a lot in start-ups, and it 
is easy to get 200,000 euros,” noted Nicolas 
Zimmer, Chairman of the Board of Technologi-
estiftung Berlin. He cautioned, however, that we 
must make sure that this funding support for 
start-ups does not turn into welfare hand-outs 
for bankrupt founders.

Panel on the New Technologies / Photo: Nebojša Tejić / STA

“There is a great 
connection between 
universities and busi-
nesses. We help them 
solve difficult prob-
lems for which they 
don’t have time.”
Jure Leskovec
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Nonetheless, failure is still very much part of an 
entrepreneur’s job, the participants agreed. “Fail 
fast and often,” was Mr Zimmer’s advice. Dr Le-
skovec, who says his university team resembles 
a start-up company, agreed: “Scientists fail all 

the time. If you’re not 
failing, you’re doing 
something that is too 
easy.”

Participants also tur-
ned to global value 
chains. Deep Kapuria, 
Chairman of the Re-

gional Committee on Central Europe at the Con-
federation of Indian Industry (CII) and Chairman 
of Hi-Tech Group, India, stressed that globali-
sation means we can no longer speak of local 
advanced products. “Today, there is nothing like 
an Indian car or an American car, because the 
flow of technology is global.”

Business BSF

Panel discussion
2 September 2014, 16.00–17.30

Panellists:
Mateja Dermastia, Secretary at the Office 
of the Minister of Economic Development 
and Technology of the Republic of Slovenia

Deep Kapuria, Chairman of the Regional 
Committee on Central Europe at the 
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) and 
Chairman of Hi-Tech Group, India 

Jure Leskovec, Assistant Professor of 
Computer Science at Stanford University, 
United States of America

Jaka Levstek, Co-Founder and CEO at 
D·Labs, Slovenia

Nicolas Zimmer, Chairman of the Board of 
Technologiestiftung Berlin, Germany

Moderated by Matej Golob, Co-Founder 
and Partner at 30Lean, Slovenia

Panellist Nicolas Zimmer / Photo: Nebojša Tejić / STA

“Berlin is what it is 
because of the scarcity 
of resources. You be-
come innovative. You 
have to have the mind-
set of a disruptor.”
Nicolas Zimmer
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The Power of Tourism

The power of tourism in international relations 
and economic exchange in the region was the 
subject of a major panel, which highlighted the 
rapid growth of the industry globally and the 
importance of regional cooperation for attract-
ing tourists.

At the outset, Minister of Economic Develop-
ment and Technology of the Republic of Slove-
nia Metod Dragonja pointed out that a record 
one billion tourists crossed international bor-
ders in 2012 and that the figure is projected to 
grow to 1.8 billion by the end of 2030.

Tourism generates 9% of GDP globally and 
creates one in eleven jobs, he further noted, 
pointing out that in Slovenia, the industry ac-
counts for 12% of GDP in the wider sense. 
The positive trends in Slovenia are above the 
international trends, the minister was happy to 
report, mentioning also the successful cooper-
ation with Croatia in the efforts to tap into new 
markets.

Carlos Vogeler, Director – Executive Secretary 
for Members Relations at the World Tourism 
Organization, highlighted the most recent 
developments, such as China taking over the 
lead as a source market, and the resilience of 
tourism, which has not only recovered from the 
crisis but continued to grow. Furthermore, he 

identified the key challenges for the future: 
securing sustainability in the industry and the 
need for travel facilitation – 64% of the global 
population still needs a visa before departure 
– and fair taxation.

Tourism can drive regional integration and 
peace, but strategies should not be developed 
in isolation, Mr Vogeler added. His point was 
picked up by Dr Sergio Arzeni. The Director of 
the OECD Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs 
and Local Development noted that countries 
like Greece and Portugal are recovering thanks 
to tourism, which is not the case in North Af-
rica, where tourism is hindered by internal 
strife.

Aspects of regional cooperation were the fo-
cus of a subsequent debate, which also fea-
tured Darko Lorencin, Minister of Tourism of 
the Republic of Croatia, Eglantina Gjermeni, 
Minister of Urban Development and Tourism 
of the Republic of Albania, František Palko, 
State Secretary at the Ministry of Transport, 
Construction and Regional Development of 
the Slovak Republic, and Olivera Brajović, Di-
rector General of the Directorate for Tourism 
Development and Standards at the Ministry 
of Sustainable Development and Tourism of 
Montenegro.
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Hidden Dimensions of Int’l Relations

Panel discussions
2 September 2014, 10.00–12.30

Opening address
Karmen Novarlič, Head of the Slovenian 
Tourist Board, SPIRIT Slovenia

The Power of Tourism in International 
Relations and Economic Exchange in the 
Region

Panellists:
Sergio Arzeni, Director of the OECD Centre 
for Entrepreneurship, Small and Medium-
Sized Enterprises and Local Development

Metod Dragonja, Minister of Economic 
Development and Technology of the 
Republic of Slovenia

Carlos Vogeler, Director – Executive 
Secretary for Members Relations at the 
World Tourism Organization

How Can the Process of Glocalisation 
Increase Trust in the Region?

Panellists:
Olivera Brajović, Director General of the 
Directorate for Tourism Development and 
Standards at the Ministry of Sustainable 
Development and Tourism of Montenegro

Metod Dragonja, Minister of Economic 
Development and Technology of the 
Republic of Slovenia

Eglantina Gjermeni, Minister of Urban 
Development and Tourism of the Republic 
of Albania

Darko Lorencin, Minister of Tourism of the 
Republic of Croatia

František Palko, State Secretary at the 
Ministry of Transport, Construction and 
Regional Development of the Slovak 
Republic

Carlos Vogeler, Director – Executive 
Secretary for Members Relations at the 
World Tourism Organization

Moderated by Igor E. Bergant, Anchorman 
at Television Slovenia

Panel on the Power of Tourism / Photo: Tamino Petelinšek / STA
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Arts and Sports

Sports and arts are much more than just infor-
mal tools for promoting state interests; they can 
help diplomacy smooth things over and promote 
better understanding between nations, agreed 
the participants of the panel on arts and sports.

Dr Kaja Širok, Director 
of the National Muse-
um of Contemporary 
History, Slovenia, not-
ed that every year the 
museum invites am-
bassadors to present 
them Slovenia’s 20th 

century history and “help them understand why 
Slovenia’s history is so complex”.

Jure Košir, a former 
alpine skier, entrepre-
neur and one of Slove-
nia’s most successful 
athletes, noted that 
diplomacy and promo-
tion go hand in hand. 
Top sporting events 
like the Olympics or the football World Cup are 
the “stage of sports, politics, diplomacy and 
show business”, providing a multi-level platform 
for unofficial meetings.

Pekka Metso, Ambassador of the Republic of 
Finland to the Republic of Slovenia, suggested 
that cultural and sports exchanges go even deep-
er: they help nations get to know other nations’ 
“faces and characters”. Sports and culture help 
people get to know one another, thus allowing 
them to start meaningful communication. Ul-
timately, such interactions help build trust. “If 
you have built trust /.../ it is easier to progress to 
more serious issues. If you have serious issues 
and there is trust present, you can base future 
common actions on a completely different level,” 
he argued.

Turning to the question posed by the modera-
tor, Dr Jernej Pikalo, Minister of Education, Sci-
ence and Sport of the Republic of Slovenia, on 
whether sports and culture can provide a quick 
fix when diplomacy gets bogged down, Mr Metso 
said sports can help when big political issues 
arise between nations and dialogue ends.

But more than that, it is long-term investment 
that helps when problems arise in the future. 
“By doing things together, starting to understand 
each other, we can build trust, which can miti-
gate problems. It helps for the future.”

“Sport and culture 
are both international 
languages.
We are talking about 
the greatest human 
achievements.”
Kaja Širok

“The most important 
sporting events today 

are the stage of 
politics, diplomacy, 

show business … 
Everybody’s there.”

Jure Košir
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Hidden Dimensions of Int’l Relations

Panel discussion
2 September 2014, 8.00–8.45

Panellists:
Jure Košir, Former Alpine Skier and 
Entrepreneur, Slovenia

Pekka Metso, Ambassador of the Republic 
of Finland to the Republic of Slovenia

Kaja Širok, Director of the National 
Museum of Contemporary History, Slovenia

Moderated by Jernej Pikalo, Minister 
of Education, Science and Sport of the 
Republic of Slovenia

Panel on Arts and Sports / Photo: Tamino Petelinšek / STA
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The Potential of Trust

Five panellists from around the world and dif-
ferent fields discussed trust-related issues in 
a panel moderated by Ajša Vodnik, Executive 
Director of AmCham Slovenia. They explored a 
number of trust issues: how to gain trust in the 
corporate world, trust issues in the banking sec-

tor, society and trust 
issues relating to the 
generation gap.

Akriti Bhalla, MBA 
candidate at the In-
dian School of Busi-
ness, who has experi-

ence from the NGO sector, believes in leading by 
example. Once people see you working toward a 
good cause and in a transparent manner, they 
will follow.

Sonja Jost, CEO at DexLeChem GmbH, under-
lined that in order to gain trust in the corporate 
world, start-ups must 
make their processes 
transparent and be 
honest.

Janko Medja, Chair-
man of the Manage-
ment Board of NLB, talked about the issues of 
trust in banking, saying that people in Slovenia 
still trust their personal bankers. Touching on 
his relevantly young age for a bank boss, he said 
that he was not aware of his age being used 
against him; however, he admitted that it would 
have been better if he had ten more years of 
experience.

Panel on the Potential of Trust / Photo: Tamino Petelinšek / STA

Panel on the Potential of Trust / Photo: Tamino Petelinšek / STA

“There is a difference 
between being naive 
and trusting someone. 
One must learn how 
business works.”
Sonja Jost

“In the capitalist 
world, love has be-
come an innovation!”
Ioanna Efthymiou  

Fotopoulou
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Panel discussion
1 September 2014, 18.00–19.30

Panellists:
Akriti Bhalla, MBA Candidate at the Indian 
School of Business, India

Gergely Böszörményi-Nagy, Director-
General at Design Terminal, Hungary

Ioanna Efthymiou Fotopoulou, Founder and 
President of The Activests, Greece

Sonja Jost, CEO at DexLeChem GmbH, 
Germany

Janko Medja, Chairman of the Management 
Board of NLB, Slovenia

Moderated by Ajša Vodnik, Executive 
Director, AmCham Slovenia

Panellist Ioanna Efthymiou Fotopoulou
Photo: Tamino Petelinšek / STA

Ioanna Efthymiou Fotopoulou, founder and Pres-
ident of The Activests, contradicted Mr Medja, 
saying that people in Greece no longer trusted 
banks. The Greeks no longer trust their neigh-
bours or immigrants, fearing they might steal 
their jobs. There is no trust in society or poli-
ticians. She added that she would never work 
with politicians who are on the far right or the far 
left; extremism does not lead to improvement, 
she underlined.

The speakers also touched upon the potential 
of the younger generation. Gergely Böszörményi-
Nagy, Director-General at Design Terminal, dis-
cussed generation Y, which started learning, and 
teaching the older generations for that matter, at 
a very young age. Generation Y has had access 
to new forms of education and socialization and 
has great potential.
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Business Case Competition

Running for the fourth year in a row, the Young 
Bled Strategic Forum (Young BSF) has evolved 
into a five-day pro-active event that challenges 
young leaders from different fields to provide 
concrete solutions to topical issues. A main ad-
dition of the 2014 Young BSF was the business 
case competition.

The competition featured seven teams of post-
graduate students and young entrepreneurs 
from top universities worldwide competing to 
find the most suitable business model for Slove-
nia’s forest management and present a five-year 
business plan for a potential new state-owned 
enterprise called ‘Slovenian Forests Limited’. 
The background of the enterprise and an outline 
of pressing business issues that senior man-
agement needed to address was given to the 
competitors on 27 August. Supporting data and 
other associated information, such as annual re-
ports, financial data, and market research stud-
ies were provided as reference. Afterwards, the 
competing teams were given 40 hours to devise 
their strategy, and then 15 minutes to pitch their 
ideas to the jurors. Presentations were held on 
29 August.

The seven teams had a tough job persuading 
the eight-member judging panel headed by 
McKinsey Director Emeritus Peter Kraljič. The 
results were announced at the opening of Busi-

ness BSF on 1 September, and the winning 
team was Team HSG from the University of 
St. Gallen. Ádám Farkas, Maxim Leer and An-
drej Čop Prek devised what they described as 
a holistic strategy for forest management. The 
key part of the plan is to include the owners of 
small forests, who own about 70% of Slovenia’s 
forests. Under a reverse concession model, the 
state-owned company would sign concessions 
with smallholders and hire private companies to 
manage the land, which would improve land use 
and increase returns. Profits would be invested 
in ‘Slovinicon Valley’, a science and technology 
park that would specialise in know-how on forest 
management and wood processing.

IEDC – Bled School of Management, one of 
the leading management and leadership devel-
opment institutions in Central and South East 
Europe, was the 2014 Young BSF Knowledge 
Partner. IEDC hosted most of the 2014 Young 
BSF events and offered non-stop access to its 
facilities for the competing teams during the 
40-hour case-solving phase of the Business 
Case Competition.
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Teams had 40 hours to come up with a business strategy  
Photo: Anže Malovrh / STA

The winners – Team HSG from the University of St. Gallen  
Photo: Nebojša Tejić / STA

Young BSF

15 May – Teams register online
27 May – Selected teams announced
27–29 August – Selected teams have 40 hours 
to find the best business model
29 August – Case solutions pitches
2 September – Winner announcement

Competing teams:
Team HSG, University of St. Gallen 
Kylin, China Europe International Business School
Team Gelbo, Copenhagen Business School 
Excellence Warriors, Indian School of Business
ULteam, AmCham Slovenia 
Team Tsunami, University of Tokyo 
IEDC, IEDC Bled School of Management 
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Young BSF Camp

Following the Young BSF Business Case Compe-
tition pitches on 29 August, the 21 competitors 
were joined by 25 young leaders from around 
the globe to participate in the Young BSF Camp 
over the weekend.

To help the 46 Young BSF participants from 30 
countries find ways to establish trust between 
politicians and the economy, as well as among 
generations, institutions, industries and political 
spheres, a two-day workshop titled ‘Potential of 
Trust’ was created in cooperation with the D-
Labs team.

Divided into eight groups, the participants were 
presented with practical challenges faced by 
different people from around the world. Each 
group was tasked with finding a solution to a 
certain problem, ranging from mistrust of NGOs 
and journalists to mistrust of the food chain 
and co-workers. The groups also had the op-
portunity to test their ideas during the weekend. 
They presented their ideas to their Saturday 
dinner hosts, including US Ambassador Joseph 
Mussomeli, Spanish Ambassador Anunciada 
Fernández de Córdova, NLB bank management 
board member Archibald Kremser, advertising 
professional and the founder of Mayer McCann 
advertising company Marko Majer, British Coun-

cil Director Connor Snowden, Executive Direc-
tor of AmCham Slovenia Ajša Vodnik, Slovenian 
Young Manager of the Year 2013 and Managing 
Director of Linea Directa Communications Lovro 
Petrlin, and Director of Bisnode Southern Mar-
ket Maria Anselmi. 

Among the ideas developed by the Young BSF 
participants is a trust-building kit for business 
partners and an effectiveness-boosting board 
game for public administration employees.

The teams built their prototypes as a way to 
fix trust issues of made-up persons. The group 
that developed the trust-building kit tackled the 
problems of an architect whose business went 
down and who could not find common ground 

Young BSF Camp / Photo: Daniel Novakovič / STA
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Young BSF Camp participants created several “trustories”
Photo: Daniel Novakovič / STA

with his business partner who was running the 
business side of the company. To address such 
problems among business partners and co-
workers, the team came up with a number of 
tools to help establish trust and resolve misun-
derstandings at various levels. The kit provides 
everything, from ways to work through a simple 
misunderstanding to a reference book on what 
to do when there really is no other option but to 
break up the company.

This prototype is an example of a “trustory”, an 
idea that can help people from all walks of life 
and backgrounds restore trust and improve the 
world around them.
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2014 Bled Strategic Forum: Facts and Figures
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Bled

509 people from 

65 countries,
5 continents and

7 international organisations
registered for the forum.

Altogether, 

2014 Bled Strategic Forum was the 

9th in a row.
20132012201120102009200820072006

The organisation team consisted of more than 
200 people, including

39 drivers 21 volunteers34 musicians

+ + +

Participants took part in

more than 1,375 minutes or

23 hours of sessions
and discussions, totalling

22 separate events.

For the purpose of the Forum, 

4 TV sets, 
including the gigantic 85-inch 

S9 Smart Ultra HD model.

Samsung provided 

BMW provided 55 vehicles 
for the transportation of participants.

Map Legend - Registration Data

Countries with registered participants

Countries with registered participants and media representatives

2014 Bled Strategic Forum featured several 
high-end products of Slovenian design, 
including 10 Rex Lounge chairs, 
12 Shell Lounge Chairs, 
10 LLSTOL chairs, 
4 Beatniks – the sound station chairs, 
12 carafes Noum and 
100 Geo WH drinking glasses.

More than 

160 media representatives were 
accredited for the Forum, including TV, radio and 
printed press journalists from 15 countries.
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Not ready to seek compromise? Perfect, because you will find none 
in BMW 4 series Gran Coupé. What you will find is that every inch of 
carefully chosen material and every moment of unbeatable comfort 
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Safety is not merely a twist of fate. 
It is our vision and our mission. 
And it is your choice. 

Choose a trusted insurance company and join the most satisfied policyholders.* 

Choose more than 180 years of tradition and expertise, which is devoted to your safety and secure future. 

Choose the best deal, which is affordable, simple, innovative, easy to find, to understand and to use. 

Choose GENERALI Insurance Company for life companion on the way to achieving your dreams.
generali.si

*Source: Research Insurance monitor (Zavarovalniški monitor), June 2014 (GfK)  
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Strategic Partners
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SAVE THE DATE
31 August − 1 September 2015

www.bledstrategicforum.org
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